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In Essential Theological Terms, renowned church historian Justo González provides students
with accessible discussions of over three hundred theological terms. Each entry in this two-
column work gives more detail than those typical of a dictionary, introducing the meaning of the
term, its importance, and ways it has been understood in both historical and contemporary
theology. These reliable discussions of the most common ideas and concepts encountered in
theological studies will make this book indispensable for students in all stages of their education.

From the Back Cover"A master in the history of Christian doctrine, Justo González here puts on
display an entire theological treasury. Its gems take the shape of concise and clean-cut
definitions of classic concepts, phrases and positions, as well as more recent inventions,
movements and controversies. This coherent collection deserves to become a first point of
reference for theological students, scholars in other fields, religious journalists, and all who are
seeking accurate initial information across a whole range of interests."  Geoffrey Wainwright,
Cushman Professor of Christian Theology, Duke University"A most welcome addition to the
growing number of accessible reference works in theology. Its entries are historically rich and its
back-to-basics approach excellent. It will make learning the vocabulary of theology a far more
inviting experience for students."  Ellen Charry, Margaret W. Harmon Associate Professor of
Systematic Theology, Princeton Theological Seminary"An indispensable resource for students
of Christian theology; every theological library of any size should include it. Gonzalez's
definitions are reliable and pithy as well as informative and thought-provoking."  Roger E. Olson,
Professor of Theology, George W. Truett Theological Seminary, Baylor UniversityAbout the
AuthorJusto L. González is a noted and prolific historian of Christian thought and the author of
many books, including Essential Theological Terms, and The Apostles' Creed for Today. He is
also editor of The Westminster Dictionary of Theologians, published by WJK.
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Timo, “Great Book!. I am a seminary student working on an M.Div.. My undergrad, however, is in
Accounting, and I do not have a complete background on all of the terms and concepts I am now
encountering in my studies. Gonzalez's book, Essential Theological Terms, is proving to be a
fantastic companion to leave on my desk. Definitions appear to be just the right length - long
enough to cover the subject and explain the definition, but still short enough where only a quick
reference is required to gain an understanding, or refresh my memory, about a concepts covered
previously in a textbook.I can tell this is going to be one of my go-to reference books going
forward.”

DcnScott, “a good resource. Gonzalez is a very well-respected scholar. A handy book, a good
resource. Gonzalez is a very well-respected scholar, and really knows what he's talking about,
and expresses even fairly technical things in an accessible, yet accurate, way.In the Kindle
edition, it would have been very useful to have had a searchable Table of Contents - or failing
that, alphabet tabs - for browsing. That's the only reason I didn't give it five stars.”

Paul Rowland, “A wonderful set of short articles in a handy form. A wonderful set of short articles
in a handy form! It loses a star with me, because the Kindle edition is very poorly linked. For
example, when I click "Presbterianism" I get "premillenial" instead. Many, many terms are linked
to somewhere in the vicinity of the article for the term sought, but not on it.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Very useful and relevant quick-reference guide type of book. Very useful
and relevant quick-reference guide type of book. Ideal for theological school and seminary
students as well as for general readers interested in theology and religious studies.”

Elisabeth, “Book for all religious research. Mr. Gonzalez book on Essential Theological Terms is
a wonderful resource for definitions and meanings of theological terms. He wrote it as he
explains, to fill a gap in understanding of terms used by theologians. It definitely fulfills his
purpose and is a great 'go-to' book for people who want a clearer understanding of the language
used by religious writers.”

Monica Bailey, “The book came in a timely fashion. College students .... The book came in a
timely fashion. College students need to get their books as soon as possible, as assignments
begin the first week, so I appreciate when I get books on time.”

jean, “great book. good book, very helpful”

Maria Carolina Paraventi, “Understanding theological terms. Good, easy to read, informative
book. It helps a great deal if you are taking a class in religion, or even history, or just curious to



know the meaning of some theological terms.”

The book by Lauren Tarshis has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 120 people have provided feedback.
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